

C3R Leadership

The Center for Remanufacturing and Resource Recovery (C3R) is the only applied R&D center of its kind in the nation.

Since 1998, C3R has been become renown – first regionally, then around the world – as a center of expertise in the remanufacturing industry. The center operates within the intersection of research and practical application, offering technical assistance and applied research and development to both established remanufacturers and manufacturers interested in adding remanufacturing and resource recovery techniques to their current and/or future operations. 

Throughout its history of tangible direct assistance to the industry, C3R has been committed to providing remanufacturers with effective tools and solutions that are both environmentally and economically sound.

Reman Leadership in New York State

C3R efforts have supported New York State companies involved in remanufacturing and reuse. The center has focused on reman R&D projects that:
· Create new jobs and/or retaining existing jobs in New York State remanufacturing firms.
· Help New York State remanufacturers remain competitive nationally and globally.
· Promote remanufacturing as a cost-effective alternative to new manufacture.
· Reduce the impact of remanufacturing on resources and the natural environment.
· Improve workplace safety for those involved in remanufacturing activities.
· Raise the quality of life statewide.

These companies projected an increase in sales revenue through product quality enhancements and efficiency improvements by an estimated $114 million. Furthermore, these organizations estimate that C3R’s work has helped create over 915 jobs, and retain 1026 additional positions throughout the state. 

C3R: A National Leader

CIMS has worked with hundreds of remanufacturers in the U.S. and numerous OEMs and retailers such as Hewlett Packard, Xerox, Volvo, Caterpillar, Delphi, Detroit Diesel, Bose, Mack Truck, Bosch, Peugeot, and Staples.  In the late 1990s, CIMS began to push into the very product design and development processes that made reusing and remanufacturing products so challenging.  With funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and in collaboration with Kodak, Plug Power and others, the Center has developed a range of methods and tools for sustainable product design, and is at the forefront of research on remanufacturing technologies, signature and failure analysis, asset health management, and sustainable product design

Leadership Worldwide

C3R is actively involved with reman R&D at the global scale.

C3R representatives have attended and delivered professional presentations at many national and international conference and symposia on reman. In 2010, for example, C3R people actively participated at:
· Reverse Logistics Singapore 2010	
· 2010 International Big R Show: Oct. 30-Nov. 1, Las Vegas
· 8th Global Conference on Sustainable Manufacturing, Abu Dhabi University.
· 60th General Assembly of the International Academy for Production Engineering (CIRP), Pisa, Italy.
· Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI) Convention & Exposition, San Diego, California.
· 13th Electrical Safety and Reliability Conference & Exhibition, sponsored by Professional Electrical Apparatus Recyclers League (PEARL), Denver, Colorado.

Center researchers are working with Paris-based Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) to establish a set of universal industrial production metrics for remanufacturers worldwide. By design, the toolkit focuses on environmental and financial performance at the facility level, because this level enables a toolkit-user company to review its materials, processes and products in detail to pinpoint which ones can most easily be changed to improve its overall environmental performance. Finalization, release, and distribution of the OECD toolkit should materially advance the adoption of universally applicable sustainability practices that promote business profitability, eco-efficiency, and eco-innovation.

In addition, C3R is engaged with reman research and application projects within South Korea, China, Vietnam, Singapore, and a number of other countries. These projects involve both corporations and sponsoring government agencies of the respective nations. 




